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STIATE OF COLORADO

COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD ROY ROMER, GOVERNOR
Department of Natural Resources

721 State Centennial Building

1313 Sherman Street

Denver, Colorado 80203

Phone: (303) 866-3441

July 16, 1987

). Wiliam Mc¢Donaid
Director

. David W. Waik
Mr. John P. Byrne, Director Deputy Director

State Coordinating Officer

Colorado Department of Public Safety
Division of Disaster Emergency Services
Camp George West

Golden, Colorado 80401

N -
Dear B-f_r/m f'/ﬁj

I am pleased to transmit to you this Report on Governor's
Emergency Funding 1987: Rio Grande Flooding Alamosa County -and
the Rio Grande Water Conservation District.

As you are aware, during the spring of 1987, the San Luis
Valley was predicted to receive high flood waters. The Rio
Grande peaked at 5,200 c.f.s. at Alamosa on May 16, 1987, the
highest since 1949. An effort to divert flood water from the
Rio Grande above the communities of Monte Vista and Alamosa,
assisted through a grant from Governor Romer’s Emergency
Contingency Fund, was undertaken to rehabilitate irrigation
drains. The cleaning of the irrigation drains successfully sent
excess flood waters of the Rio Grande west to Lake San Luis.

This combined effort of Federal. State, local government,
and private interests, if not undertaken, would have allowed
the Rio Grande to cutflank the levee system at Alamosa. A flood
at Alamosa would have caused millions of dollars in public and
private damages, loss of revenue and jobs during the flood
recovery period at Alamosa and at a time of an already sagging
economy in the San Luis Valley.

I appreciate the effort of you and your staff in
coordinating the grant from Governor Romer's Emergency rFund.

Sincerely,

J. William Mc Donald
Director
JWM/
Enclosure: as stated
cc: Alamosa County :
Rio Grande Water Conservation District
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Alamosa
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1.0 PURPOSE

During the Spring .of 1987, the San Luis Valley was predicted to
receive high flood waters. An effort to divert flood water from
the Rio Grande above the communities of Monte Vista and Alamosa
was undertaken by local government and private interests. This
report will evaluate the use of irrigation ditches for flood
control in the San Luis Valley.

2.0 REPORT AREA

The report area 1is comprised of both Alamosa and Rio Grande
Counties in the San Luis Valley. The area is bounded on the west
and north by the Continental Divide., on the east by the Sangre
de Cristo Range, and on the south by the borders of Rio Grande
and Alamosa Counties. The Valley floor is nearly flat., sloping
From about four to ten feet to the mile. The northern part of
the Valley lies within a closed basin with no surface drainage
outlet. This basin is separated from the Rio Grande drainage by
a low lying ridge several miles wide.

Over one third of the land in the study area 1is federally
owned. It includes national forests, public domain, wildlife
refuges and the Great Sand Dunes Mational Monument.

The frost-free season in the Valley ranges from about %0 to 115
days. Precipitation averages about seven 1nches a vyear.
Generally, soils of the Valley are coarse textured next to the
mountains and are a little finer textured toward the center of
the Valley. They are underlaln mostly with sand and gravel at
depths of one to four feet. During good water Yyears,
appreciable acreage along the west side of the Valley 1is
completely or partially subicrigated.

The main irrigated crops are alfalfa, potatoes, barley., oats,
grass, hay. and pasture. Native hay or pasture on high water
table areas are an important part of many farms and ranches.
Crop yields are generally high and quality of adapted crops
unusually good. ;

2.1 HISTORY

The settlement at San Luls, the oldest town in Colorado. led to
the construction of ditches and the oldest court decree for
irrigation (April 10, 1852) 1in Colorado. By 1900 some 1,800
miles of canals and ditches had been constructed. A large
network of 4irrigation <¢anals was built during 1880-1890 to
irrigated lands in the eastern aad central parts of the closed
basin. By 1915 most of the area around Mosca and Hooper became
waterlogged because of this icrigation.

Drainage systems constructed betwesn 1911 and 1921 to reclaim
watecrlogged lands alleviated some of the problems but created
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waterlogging in areas downgradient. Waterlogging in other areas
ijs caused by subirrigation because the water table is
intentionally raised to the plant root =zone. The average annual
delivery of irrigation water in the San Luis valley is about one
million acre-feebt to about 600,000 acres of land.

Development since 1900 has been confined to improvements in
existing systems and installation of many irrigation wells, both
artesian and pumped. Severe water shortages occur, particularly
during the latter part of July and during August and Sepltember
or after the snow melt season. For many yYears water users have
attempted to solve this problem by storing water in the subsoil
for use later. This process 1s becoming increasingly difficult
due to installation of numerous pumps. The area north of the Rio
Grande 1s a closed basin with no return of surface flow to the
Ri¢c Grande. The Bureau of Reclamation's Closed Basin Project
will alleviate this condition when completed.

2.2 BACKGROUND

In past years the Valley irrigation ditches diverted as much as
3,500 c¢cfs from the river's peak flows for the use of wvalley
irrigators, which 1in turn resulted 1in a substantial flood
control benefit to the Valley communities.

However, sources 1in the Valley determined that agricultural
areas in the Valley were already fully saturated and
consequently there was 1little or no demand for water 1tg be
diverted from the Rioc Grande to the farmers' fields. The
unprecedented series of high water years in the Rio Grande
drainage had Filled the reservoirs and restored ground water
conditions to the highest levels in recent history. In fact, the
farmers' fields had become so saturated that tractors frequently
became mired. ' .

A solution to the problem, favored by many of the interests in
the Valley, was to embark upon an immedlate program of repair
and rehabilitation of the drainage systems leading east from the
irrigated area into the Closed Basin Project sump. The required
repairs to these drains was due to a history of dry years where
irrigators were able to use all the water rights authorized to
them. The original drains that emptied into San Luis Lake were
not maintained, and in some cases were covered over. Before the
beginning of the wet c¢ycle San Luls Lake was dry. :

The reconstruction of the drains would permit water currcently
saturating the fields to be drained into ‘the sump land to the
east which, in turn, would permit diversion of additional flows
from the river. In addition., there would be an opportunity for
flows diverted from the river to be delivered to the Closed

Basian sump.

41362 -2-
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3.0 ACTIONS TAKEN
3.1 COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BCARD (CWCB)

Early in May 1987, the CWCB Flood Section informed State and
local officials of the high snow content and the possibility of
flooding in the San Luis Valley. Snow course readings in the
upper Rio Grande Basin indicated 200 percent of normal. This
above normal condition suggested flows of the Rio Grande
exceeding the channel capacity through several of the

‘communities below the Town of Del Norte. Determination of this

coendition was made through use of flocod prediction models such
as the Soil Conservation Service {SCS) Snow-Tell and the
Colorado Division of Water Resources satellite-linked water
resources monitoring system.

Although the Phase I 1levee construction in Alamosa had been
completed, it could only offer partial protection Jduring this
crisis. All sections of the 1levee must be completed, and
Phases II, III and IV will not be finished until some time in
1990.

During a May 1987 Flood Awareness meeting in Alamosa, officials
from the Rie Grande Water Conservation District, the San Luis
Valley <Canal Company. the San Luis Valley Irrigation District
and the Rio Grande Dam owners contacted the CWCB concerning
cleaning the irrigation ditches. The <Colorado Division of
Wildlife attended the 1initial meeting and expressed water
guality concerns with releasing flood water into San Luis lake.

3.2 PRIVATE DITCH OWNERS

During the month of May 1987, private interests in the Valley
spent 1in excess of $25,000 in an attempt to rehabilitate the

drainage systems near the Town of Center. Cne farmer in the
area has reported fields that are now draining are being planted
with alfalfa successfully. Previous attempts by the farmers to

plant in these areas was impossible due to the machinery getting
stuck in the fields from a2 high ground water table.

In addition to creating a potential benefit for the immediate
flood threat, the use of the private money to rehabilitate the
drainage systems will permit the <continued drainage of the
croplands so that in future years the irrigation ditches will be
in a better position to take a full head of water during the
high water season.

3.3 RIO GRANDE WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
The Rlo Grande Water Conservation District allocated almost

one-tenth ($15,000}) of 1its current budget 1In an attempt to
rehabilitate the 1irrigation drainage systems. On May 8, 1987,

4136E -3-




O THE DARKENED LINES REPRESENT IRRIGATION DRAINS
OPENED BY PRIVATE INTERESTS NEAR THE TOWN OF CENTER.
FARMERS SPENT $25,000 TO DRAIN THEIR WATER LOGGED FIELDS.

Figure 2. La Garita Drain (near Town of Center)
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the Rio Grande Water Conservation District in coordination with
the Colorado Water Conservatlon Board (CWCB) requested emergency
assistance from the Division of Disaster Emergency Services
{DODES) . The assistance request was in the form of a $25,000
grant request to continue a team of back hoes and men working
long hours in advance of an approaching flood peak.

The CWCB then coordinated the District's efforts in obtaining
funding through the Division of Disaster Emergency Services and
the Governor's Emergency Fund. As a follow-up to the emergency
program to resolve drainage problems in the San Luis Valley the
State has authorized a loan of $250,000 to the Ric Grande Water
Conservation District. These funds should be adeguate for the
District to complete the repair and rehabilitation of the drains
in the Valley so that the farmers will not have to be worried
about high water tables and the towns in the valley will
continue to receive flood protection benefits by diverting peak
flows into these drainage ditches.

3.4 COLORADO DIVISION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY SERVICES (DODES)

Oon 11 May DODES received a request on behalf of the Rio Grande
Water Conservation District for State financial assistance to
sustain efforts underway to repair and rehabilitate irrigation
drainage systems leading east from the irrigated areas into the
Closed Basin (Exhibit A). Commissioner Pat Herrera of Alamosa
County contacted the Division Director of DODES to suppoert the
District's request for financial assistance. Commissioner
Herrera stated that the Alamosa Board of Commissioners would
declare a state of emergency that date (Exhibit B). DODES then
advised Governor Romer to declare a State of Emergency based on
the imminent threat of Flooding along the Rio Grande.

Oon June 4, 1987, Governor Romer declared a S5State of Emergency
for Alamosa County based on the imminent threat of flooding on
the Rio Grande River and authorized $25,000 in State assistance
to permit the continuation of work by the irrigation district
with coordination of all funds through Alamosa County
(Exhibits C., D, E).

The Governor's Emergency Declaration authorized $25,000 1In State
assistance to permit the continuation of work on the outflow
channels with Alamosa County acting as the sponsorlang agency.

3.5 REQOPENING OF IRRIGATION DITCHES; FLQOOD CONTROL ACHIEVED
The cleaning of the ditches by the District and others continued
until the Rio Grande reached its £inal peak flow on June 16,

1987. By this time over 20 miles of 1irrigatioan drains had been
reopened. Peak flows at Alamosa were 5,200 on May 16 and 5,150

4136E -5~



on June 16. It has been estimated that if the 1irrigators had
not taken water through the ditches, the peak flows at Alamosa
would have been in excess of 6,500 c¢fs. A 6,500 cfs flood peak
at Alamosa would have outflanked the levee system and caused
millions of dollars worth of, 6 damage plus loss of revenue and
jobs during the period of recovery. The use of 1irrigation
ditches in the San Luis Valley is a valuable asset in (€lood
control benefit to the Valiey communities.

3.6 DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES (OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER)

The Alamosa Office of the Division of Water Resources has
provided valuable support in assisting ditch companies in times
of flood to alleviate all possible damage to structures in the
San Luis Valley. This office has played a lead role in community
involvement during times of flood emergency in the Alamosa area.

An important 1link in the overall flood forecasting for Alamosa
City and County 1s the Colorado satellite-linked water resources
monitoring system.

This system has enabled local and state government real-time
water resources data on a continuous basis from Kkey gaging
stations across the State of Colorado. The computerized system
can be accessed by computer terminal from any location wvia phone
communications. These data and appropriate applications
software provide for more effective water rights administration,
computerized hydrologic records development, floed warning, and
water resources management.

3.7 U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

The Bureau of Recliamation reported their agency assisted the
City of Alamosa by providing a high volume pump with a tractor
to pump down the wet wells during the high water of 1987. The
Bureau also assisted the Rio Grande Water Conservation District
in cleaning out a section of drain ditches near the Closed Basin
Project. The purpose of their assistance was twofold:

1. To assist in the flood fight endeavors of the irrigators to
release excess irrigation water to lakes east of Alamosa;

2. Self-preservation, as the irrigators' water moving to the
east near the Closed Basin Project was endangering the
Bureau's salvage wells.

The Bureau sent three employees, an excavator hoe, a front end
loader, and a Cat grader to assist in opening drain laterals
from Highway 17 to Bachelor lake near the Closed Basin Project.

This process sucessfully enabled the Bureau to rellieve a salvage
well associated with its project.

4136E 65—
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These intergovernmental relations between the Bureau of
Reclamation, Alamosa City and County, the Rio Grande
Conservation District and the irrigators have spared the
residents of Alamosa another year of flooding by shaving flood
water normally used Ffor irrigation from the peak flows of 1987
and sending the water to San Luis Lake east of Alamosa.

4.0 FUTURE ACTIONS

The Rio Grande Water Conservation District requested the
Colorado Legislature through Senate Bill No. 15 for
authorization of the Colorado Water Conservation Board to loan
$250,000 to enable the further cleaning of ditches and drains,
which was approved by the Senate during the first legislative
session (Exhibit VI). However, a provision is 1in effect that
moneys for this project shall not be made available by the Board
until the Board has, in its sole discretion, determined that the
project is technically and financially feasible.

Davis Engineering, Del Norte, Colorado 1s mapping the area,
recording the ditches cleaned, and the amount of work yet to be
done, including cost estimates. This information will be
included in a report for use in establishing a Plan of Action.

The District, in association with the Town of Center Soil
Conservation District, is conducting a series of meetings with
private ditch owners to determine if sub-districts should be set
up in order to perform routine maintenance to the cleaned
ditches. Maintenance agreements with private ditch owners and
districts will be set up to mitigate future problems and also to
ensure this yvear's condition will not appear again.

One factor under consideration now by the District is using the
loan money to clean out more ditches. There is some guestion as
to whether or not the farmers can really afford to pay 1t back
through assessments in the future.

Following the completion of the Davis Engineering report and the

regional metting conducted by the District with ditch owners, a
decision on how to proceed with future actions will be magde.

4136E -7-
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SYLVESTER DRAIN HEAD-
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SYLVESTER DRAIN ENTERS
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Photograph 2.



JUNE 1987

LOOKING
THE SAN
IRRIGATION
SAN  LUIS LAKE
GREAT SAND
THIS SECTION
OPENED UP  BY

EAST
LUIS

ALONG
VALLEY
DRAIN AT

NEAR
DUNES.
WAS
g

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

IN A COOPERATIVE EF-
FORT TO PREVENT

WATER AT ALAMOSA.
Y

HIGH

(top)
(bottom)

Photographs 3.
and 4.

JUNE 1987
LOOKING EAST ALONG
THE SAN LUIS VALLEY

[RRIGATION DRAIN, ONE
MILE EAST OF HwWy 17.
THREE MILES OF DRAIN
WERE OPENED UP TO
RELIEVE FLOOD WATERS,
USING GOVERNOR'S EMER-
GENCY FUNDS.

Map of

DRAINS IN THE CENTER AREA
Lac. in Seguache, Rio Grande 5 Alemosc Counties, Colerado |
Prepared May 1987
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JUNE 1987

PHOTO LOOKING EAST AT
SAN  LUIS LAKE ALONG
U.S BUREAU OF RECLAMA-

TION'S "CLOSED BASIN
PROJECT".

JUNE 1987

CONSTRUCTION OF PUMPING
FACILITY AT SAN LUIS
LAKE BY U.S. BUREAU OF
RECLAMATION CONTRACTORS.

Photograph 5.

Photograph 6.
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JUNE 1987

RALPH CURTIS, MANAGER
OF RIO GRANDE WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT,
STANDING ON INFLOW
PIPE DELIVERING SAN
LUIS VALLEY IRRIGA-
TION WATER INTO SAN
LUIS LAKE.

i Photograph 7.

Photograph 8.

SAN LUIS LAKE NEAR ALAMOSA
RECHARGING LAKE WITH EXCESS
FLOOD WATER OF JUNE 1987.

NEW DUCK HABITAT IS APPEARING
AT PREVIOUSLY DRY LAKE.

JUNE 1987
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JUNE 1987

OUTLET WORKS OVERFLOW,
U.S. BUREAU OF RECLA-
MATION "CLOSED BASIN
PROJECT" AT SAN LUIS
LAKE.

JUNE 1987

SYPHON AT SAN LUIS
LAKE, U. S. BUREAU OF
RECLAMATION PROJECT.

Photograph 9.

Photograph 10.
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EXHIBIT A

ECARD CF DIRECTORS
RIO GRANDE WATER CONSERVATICN DISTRICT

RESOLUTION

Con 0
POTENTIAL FLCOOD EMERGENCY - SER
SAN LUIS VALLEY - 1987

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Rio Grande
Water Conservation Diztrict met in Alamosa, Colorado, on
April 21, 1987, in regular session, and again on May 4,
1987, in special session, at which times a quorum was
present; and

WHEREAS, the Board is respongible for the direction
and management of the District; and

WHEREAS, the Board is, among other powers, responsible
for determining the best manner of utilizing the water
resources of the District; and

WHEREAS, in the conduct of its specific duties, the
Board has reviewed hydrologic information which establishes
that there is a strong likelihood that the communitiegs of
Del Norte, Monte Vista, and Alamosa, together with the
buildings and crop lands lying between them, will be
threatened by flooding this year from the Rio Grande; and

_ WHEREAS, the facts which have led to this conclusion
include the following:

1. The snowpack on portions of the Rio Grande
watershed exceeds 200% of normal;

2. This is the third year of unusually high
prec1pltat10n and runoff in the RlO Grande dralnage-

3. ? All currently available reservoirs are full-

4. The soil conditlons in the 1rr19ated portlon

of the San Luls Valley are already saturated and additional
irrigation will lead to loss of crop production which will
limit the ability of the irrigation ditches to divert water

during high runoff; and

5. The Rio Grande Reservoir is undergoing
extensive repair and rehabilitation and is capable of
performing only limited flood control operations; and

WHEREAS, any period of extended warm weather or rain
will result in river flows above the capacity of the river
channel; and



EXHIBIT A

WHEREAS, various irrigation districts and ditch
companies, as well as individual farmers, have spent
thousands of dollars to try and drain the excess water away
from their fields; and

WHEREAS, in order to assist the direct flow ditches
"1 diverting from the Rio Grande in rehabilitating drainage
5 systems to allow water to be drained away from the crop
lands toward the Closed Basin Project, the Board has
allocated $15,000.00 from District revenues to assist in the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of the drainage systems;
and

WHEREAS, the 1987 Colorado General Assembly, in Senate
Bill 15, has authorized the Colorado Water Conservation
Board to loan the District additional funds for drain
rehabilitation and repair up to $250,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Board has requested a grant of $5C,000.00
from the State of Colorado Division of Disaster Emergency
L Services to be used for drainage repairs in the hope of
4 increasing the quantity of diversions which the direct flow
ditches can make from the river; and

i WHEREAS, at the Board's request, the United States
Bureau of Reclamation is making men and equipment available
to assist in the drain rehabilitation efforts; and

WHEREAS, the Colorado Reviseéd Statutes, §24-35.5-701,
et seq., provide for the Governor to declare a disaster
emergency when there is imminent threat of widespread damage
or loss of life or property resulting from floods; and

WHEREAS, the Board has taken every action within its
power to plan for and seek to prevent or reduce the
potential for flooding; and

'WHEREAS, the potential for loss of life and property
remains so high that the Board feels it must go on record as
recommending that the Governor favorably consider a request
for a determination that a disaster emergency, caused by the
= imminent threat of flooding, exists, if such a reguest is
made by the duly elected public officials of the San Luis
Valley.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESCLVED BY THE BOARD OF
i : DIRECTORS OF THE RIO GRANDE WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT that
}} the Board, after reviewing the facts currently available,
h believes that there is a strong likelihood that flooding
will occur along the Rio Grande this year and recommends
- that the Governor favorably consider a request for a
- declaration of disaster emergency covering the affected
land, if one is received from the duly elected public
of ficials of the San Luis Valley.
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EXHIBIT A

DATED the 27fj'day of ma/ » 1987, nunc pro
tunc to the quarterly meeting of the Board held in Alamosa,
Colorado, by unanimous vote of the Board of Diregtors.

Bl

Harold L. 2i off Bro
President Secretary
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EXHIBIT B
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ALAMOSA COUNTY
Resclution No. G- lq
Re: Resolution requesting the Governor Lo exercise emergency disaster powers in

connection with the flood of the Rio Grande River of May 15, 1987.

15, 1987, which areas include the following described property:

Commissioner Amaya moved for the adoption of the following Résolution.
‘ Commissionerrﬂerrera seconded the motion.

Commissioner Zimmerman was absent.

WHEREAS, an emergency now exists in Alamosa County; and '

WHEREAS, Alamosa County is expected to suffer serious damage and injury to its
citizens and its property; and :

WHEREAS, a disaster appears to be imminent; and

WHEREAS, this emergency and imminent. disaster have been caused by excessive
snowpack run-off and consistently high temperatures over a very short period of

time; aad

WHEREAS, the cost of restoring public safety and welfare may be beyond the
capability of this Couaty. .

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of Alamosa
County, hereby declares an emergency (o exist, with imminent threat of dxsaster, and

The Board of County Commissioners of the County of Alamosa hereby requests the
Governor of the State of Colorado to declare, by executive order of proclamation, a
disaster emergency in the area affected by the flood of the Rio Grande River of May

Towaship 39 North, Range 9 East, N.M.P.M.
Sections: 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36.

Townsﬁip 8 Norcﬁ, Régge 9 Easﬁ, N.M.P.M.

Sections: I, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
1, 12, 13, ¥, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,
24, 25,26, and 27.

. Todnship 38 North, Raange [0 Easc, N.M.P.M.

Sections: 7, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 28, 29,
30, 31, 31, 33, 34, and 35.

:li,“

Township 37 North, Range 10 East, N.M.P.M. o ' i
Sections: !, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, 10, :

11, 2, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31,

32, 33, 34, 35, and 36. .
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EXHIBIT B

Township 37 North, Range ]} East, N.M.P.M.

Sections: 7, 8, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
22, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34.

Township 36 North, Range 11 East, N.M.P.M.
Sections: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16,
17, and 18.

Township 36 North, Range 10 East, N.M.P.M.

Sections: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14,15, 16, 17, and 18.

The Board of County Commissioners further requests the Goveranor to exercise all
of the powers conferred in his office pursuant to the Colorado Disaster Emergency Act
of 1973, and in particular, pursuant to law, permit the use of private property by
officials of the State of Colorado, by the officials of Alamosa County as a politica
subdivision of the State of Colorado, or by the Federal Disaster Assistants

Administration for the following purposes:
1. Restoratioan of access to stricken areas.
2. Clean-up and removal of flood deposited debris.

3. Elimination and removal of conditions found to be a public health and safety

hazard.

5. To take any other action to protect the health, safety and welfare of the
people and property of this County.

The above Resolution passed unanimously by the Board of County Commissioners,
this 18cth day of May, 1987.

Board of Alamosa County
Commissioners

.—----"‘"A g G l\‘—v’b\a&

Jorge Am*ya, Chairman \

ATTEST:

/ “ y
Holly é.ZEOWder,

Clerk of the Board
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EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
— 136 Stale Capito!l

| Denver, Colorado B0203-1792
Lol Phone {303) 866-2471
I s--‘! N |
! - Roy Romer
o Covenor

EXECUTIVE ORDER
PROCLAMATION

DECLARING A DISASTER EMERGENCY IN ALAMOSA COUNTY

st

WHEREAS, spring snowmelt has cause an imminent threat of flooding
conditions to exist in Alamosa County in the State of
Colorado; and *

WHEREAS, efforts are underway to allow diversion of potential
floodwaters into an unpopulated and undeveloped area called
the "Closed Basin Project Area of the San Luis Valley"; and

SO

By

WHEREAS, these efforts can no longer be sustained because of a Tack
of local funds; and

WHEREAS, immediate assistance is required to enable these mitigative
efforts to continue in order to reduce the potential loss
of property and to protect the public health and safety;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Roy Romer, Governor of the State of. Colerado,
under the powers vested in me under Section 24-33.5 - 704 of the
s e i Colorado Disaster Emergency Act of 1973, DO HEREBY DECLARE that a
#] .- W't state of emergency exists in Alamosa County for the reasons set
0 o % forth above, and that the aforementioned areas within the state are
entitled to aid pursuant to the provisions of the Disaster Emergency

Act of 1973.

This Executive Order shall expire after thirty (30) days, unless
otherwise extended.

Given under my hand and the

Executive Seal of _the State of
Colorade this. " day of

June,

Roy Rom
Governor




PPE—-)

-
=« Roy Romer
GOVERNOR

David J. Thomas
“EXECUTIVE OIRECTCR

Colorado State
Patrol

Colorado Bureau
of Investigation

Calarade Law
Enforcement
-1 Training Academy

Divisian of
~ 1 Criminal Justice

Oivision of Disaster
= .4 Emargency Services

Division of

Fira Salety

EXHIBIT D
COLORADC John P, Byrne, Director
DEPARTMENT OF Divislon of Dlsaster
PUBLIC SAFETY 5 June 1987 Emergoncy Services

Mr. Jerge Amaya, Chairman

Board cf County Commissioners
Alamosa County

P.C. Sox 178

Alamosa, Colorado 81101

Dear Commissiconer Amaya:

n response  to  Alamosa County's regquest for State Emergency
inancial Assistance to support the flood emergency work of the
2io Grande Water Conservation District, the Governor on June 4,
1387, lissued an exscutive corder declaring Alamosa County a State
Disaster area and authorizing State Financial Aid.

The Geovernor has directed my Division to provide this assistance.
The amount of financial aid authorized is both limited ($25,000)
and provided under certain specific conditions as covered in the
attachsd State-Local Agreement. Tf{ Alzmosa County on behalf of
the Rlo Grande Water Ceonservation District and itself are
interested in pursuing this assistance, the original copy of the
State-Local Agreement should be signed by yourself, dated and
authenticated by the county clerk, and then returned to me for our
files. Since the Agreement 1ls straight forward and there is only
one transaction involved, I assume either the County Administrator
or the County Finance officer will serve as your agent for this

activity. Mr. Len Boulas, assisted by Mr. Jack Truby {DODES
planner), will act as the State's point of contact for this
assistance. Because the emergency work performed by the

Conservation District was infact of a mitigative nature, the
normal mitigation report requirements associated with State
Disaster Emergency Financial Assistance has been waived. As soon

Camp George Wes!
Golden, Colorado 80401
(303} 277-0854
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signed by the County and the
the State will issue a warrant

Agreement is
met by the County,

tc Alamosa County in the amount of the assistance to be provided.
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o please
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you or your staff have any guestions
refer them to Mr.

concerning this
Len Boulas Tel #273-1825.

4\
‘n
DOPES-State

ng Officer

matter,

Coordina

. State Local Disaster Assistance Agreement

Emergency Preparedness Coordipator - Alamosza’County
Ccindy Parmeter - Office of the Governor

Don Burton - Office of State Planning/Budceting
Lieutenant Bob Copley CSP -~ Alamosa

Larry Lang - Colorado Water Conservation Board
Charlie Unseld - Division cf Local Government
Ralph G. Curitis Jr. - General Manager - Rio Grande
Water Conservation District '



coO LORADO John P. Byrne, Director
P ENT Division of Disast
PEEARTMENT OF 5 June 1987 Emergency Services

Mr. Jorge Amava, Chairman
Board of County Commissioners
Alamosa County

P.O. Box 178

Alamo=sa, Colorado 81101

SUBJECT: State-Local Disaster Assistance
Acreement, DODES-DR-111

[ERR——,

Dear Commissicner Amaya:

A

1. This letter is the State-Local Disaster Assistance Agreement for State
Disaster Emergency Declaration MNo. DODES-DR-111 under Title 24 Article
33.5, CRS as amended

| FORI

2. Cn June 4, 1987, the Governor determined that an imminent threat of
flooding existed along the Rio Grande River and that a state of emergency
existed in Alamosa County due to this flood threat. On going emergency
work efforts of all jurisdictions in the San Luis Valley were committed to
mitigating the impacts of this potential flood threat. Included among
these efforts was that of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District
directed toward providing for the.diversion of additional flows from the
main stream of the Rio Grande River. State Disaster Emergency Financial
Aid was requested by the District through the county to continue the
emergency work started since funding support was exhausted, It uas
indicated in the District's request which was supported by Alamosa County,
that the District intended to pursue a more permanent mitigation program
tied to this emergency work activity once the flood threat for this vyear

(S

Roy Romer
: GOVERNOR
71 David J. Thomas
' EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Colorado State
Patral

i { Coloradg Bureau
of Investigation

Colorado Law
+ | Enlurcement
© | Training Academy

Division of receded.
Criminal Justice
e e 3. Based on the facts provided by the District and Alamosa County, the
al Division of Governor issued an executive aorder on 4 June 1987, declaring a State of
Fire Satety Disaster - Emergency to exist in Alamosa County and authorized State

disaster emergency financial assistance to be provided in an amount not to
exceed $25,000, as supplemental assistance to continue the emergency work
being performed by the Rio Grande Water Conservation District.

-

Camp George West
Golden, Colorado 80401
(303) 277-0854
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Mr. Jorge Amaya, Chairman
5 June 1987

Page

4.

5.

6.

7.

2

This assistance will be provided through Alamosa County and will
actual expenses incurred and paid for by the Conservation District in carrying
out emergency work as indicated in the reguest for State assistance.

be

based on

Such emergency work is to have taken place during the incident period which is
defined as the period 1 May - 1 June 1887.

State assistance extended under Title 24 Article 33.5, CRS as amended and this
agreement shall be limited to those areas of the State within which the Rio
Grande Water Conservation District has responsibilities.

The County will insure

the

District has established and maintains an active
program under this agreement of nondiscrimination in any
arrangements it enters into to perform emergency work covered by this Agreement.

contractual

Local official to act as agent for the county in all matters covered by this
agreement is listed in the attached assurances/exhibits heretoc and made a part

thereof.

el

John P Byraé
Directgr, DbDES

LB/aj
LB6Y

State Loordipating Officer

DATE 5 S AAUMNL [457 7

ATTEST (,é%ﬁ
T Clerk e Board

W

Jorge Am3ya, Chairmah

Board of County Commissioners
Alamosa County

oo (5130187
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ASSURANCES

The State will upon receipt of the signed State-Local Agreement advance to
the County the full amount of the State assistance to be provided
{$25,000}.

The County will in turn based on billings supported by necessary
documentation {invoices, contracts, time sheets and etc), provided by the
Rio Grande Water Conservation District reimburse the district for actual
eligible expenses incurred during the authorized incident period in an
amount not to exceed $25,000.

'The County and the District agree to maintain the original deocumentation

concerning this assistance for a period of not less than three (3} vyears
from the date of the Agreement. Such documentation to be made available
at a location designated by the county for audit purposes, should an audit
be required.

The County once all disbursements have been made to the District shall
provide to the State a copy of the disbursement warrant, along with a
summary of documentation supporting this disbursement and a letter of
transmittal indicating all activities relayed to this assistance have been
completed by the county.

Any State - funds not disbursed to the Rio Grande Water Conservation

. Distriet under the terms of this agreement w111 be. returned by the County

LB/aj
LB6G

to the State.

The County shall perform such reviews as are necessary to verify
accomplishment of approved work, and may call upon the State to assist in
these reviews.

CERTIFICATION

Alamosa County hereby certifies that _ Marlin E. Luther is
designated as the County's agent empowered to represent the cOunty in all
matters pertaining to the provision of State financial assistance; further
that this agent is empowered to execute on behalf of the County all
documents necessary to facilitate the rendering of such assistance.

a,_&«.:(‘t,’g\/\_ -\,\_.'-ﬁv‘

Signgture of Agent
Jorge Amaya, Chairman
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SINATI 3ILL NO. 15,

8¢ SIMATORS Sishoz, DOsNisr, Galiagher, McCauley, Mclormick,

P. Powzrs, R. Powars, Rizzuio, and Watienderg;

also RIPRISINTATIVES Mciarnis, Armsircng, Berger, (arpents

Chlsuser, Ddamsman, Inoz, Nz:ils, Norion, Raomerc, and Ulvang.

CONCIANING PROJECTS FUNDED 2V THE COLORADC WATER CONSERVATION
304230 CONSTRUCTION FUND, AND REILATING TO TAE ACTIVITIES
0OF 7THZ COLORADCD WATER CONSTRVATION BCARD IN CONNECTION
THERZWITH.

3e it snacted by thes Genaral Asssmoly of the State of lolgrade:

SCETION 1. Projsact authorizationms. (1) Pursuan:t =ta
saciion 37- 03 122 (1) (b), Colorado Revised Statuzas, the
Coioradg watar consarvation poard is hersby authorized to loan
mon2ys to enabiz  the coastruction of tha {ollowing watar
r2saurces projecis:

Ranayment
: Project 3oard Period Tgtal
Sriority Name Cost {Y=2ars) Renayment .
/‘,/
V12 Ric Grande
Gitches &
Crains~® 233,000 4] 582,800
* Thz mcneys for this zrojact shall ncot be made availabis
5y wn2 board wuntii the board has, in s scla
discrz-ion, c27arminec That the praject is tacnnically
and Financialliy f=zasidie



