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»'Dla,rrhea, ocecurs 15 a ca,lf’s exposure to
disease exceeds 1ts resxstance to the
disease.

Preventmn of calf diarrhea occurs When
exposure is decreased a.nd resustance:
increased. :

Exposure to disease can be: decreased by
ealving and raising animals in clean
areas; dairy calves should be separ-
ated from one another until weaning.

The major factor in inereasing a calf’s -

first milking colostrum from the cow
- &8 soon as possible after birth.
Vitamin A injections to the newborn calf
‘may :be helpful to increasing resist-
- ance todiarrhea and pneumonia. = =

or: -coronavirus 1. are the cause: of
diarrhiea, vaccination of calves ma,y be -
~ helpful. . e

Scour pills should not be glVen to calves,
for prevention of diarrhea. = . S

resistance to disease is to give it the

1f salmonellosis, enterotoxemia, reovirus |

- Whether diarrhea or a.nyothe:r disease occurs

depends onthe: balance between an ‘animal’s:

resistance or immunity and the disease exposure
the animal is subjected to. If disease exposure is
minimal, a calf may get by with minimal disease
resistance. If the calf is exposed to disease-
producing organisms in large numbers or those
that are quite virulent, maximum resistance is
necessary. Thus, if disease occurs, or, preferably,
to prevent it from occurring, the disease exposure
should be decreased and the maximum resistance
possible insured.

Decreasing Exposure to Disease

If confined calving is a practice and if it is
possible after calving and before nursing, the
cow’s udder should be cleansed and disinfected.
Also, the calf’s naval should be disinfected by
soaking it for one or two minutes in a mild iodine
solution (2-3% iodine).

If calving occurs under a confined situation
and diarrhea becomes a problem, moving the
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corrals
If as m ,a dan*y oper'

the lining of the intestinal and respiratory .
An animal deficient in the vitamin has decreased
resistance to diarrhea and pneumonia.

By far the most important procedure in
increasing the calf’s resistance to disease is fo
insure that ample quantities of good colostrum
are received as soon as possible after birth.
Colostrum contains antibodies that are necessary
for the calf’s resistance against all infectious
diseases.
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To simplify technical terminology, trade names of
products and equipment occasionally will be used.
Mo endorsement of products named is intended
nor is criticism implied of products not mentioned.




The calf’s abﬂlty to absorb these a.ntzbadle
and thus obtain the protection they provid
however, begins to decrease immediatel
following birth. By 24 hours of age, the calf is n¢
ienger able to absorb these antibodies. '

For: maximum protection and resistance to
disease, a calf should receive two to three quarts
(2 to 3 liters) of first milking colostrum

with the ¢ w ‘even when well 1

ﬂuxds orally in Serv1ce in A
diarrhea—its . treatment. If the calf
separated from th co

resistance to disease.

Only the colostrum from the first milking,
and certainly none past the second milking,
should be saved. J ust as the calf’s a.blhty to absorb
colostral anti odies begms to decrease

1mmed1ately after birth, so also do the antibodies

that the cow secretes into the colostrum. The
antlbody cancentra.tmn 1n the f1rst mllkmg is
that in the third mllkmg

If ample quantltles of good colostrum are not

available from the cow, or if the calf isn’t found'

immediately after birth, the calf should be given
as much colostrum as 1s avallable up to three
soon as possmle after blrth (Iﬁi'eferably not later
than eight hours) '

immediately following birth.. Lea,vmg the calf,

saving and giving
anner is a lot of Work itis by

bor to hei : i’) helfers don’t
give as much colostrum as older cows and what
they do give is not nearly as good: 2) heifers often
don’t mother their calves as well as older cows so
the chance of getting what colostrum there isis
reduced; 3) heifers have more frouble calving, .
which mcreases the stress on calves , ,and .
ab111ty to: absorb: colostral antlbodzes, amd 4) -
heifers often are kept under close confinement for
riecessary help at calving, and this confinement
increases the calves’ exposure to disedse-
producing organisms.- : :
Ifa reowrus or coronavzms Iis found to bethe
glvmg the -oral.vaceine,

soon:as possible (but

(Servme in‘Action
causes, d1scusses ‘a

a; t hey are mdrances to preventmn This
is beca,{use there are bacteria normally present in
the calf’s stomach and intestine which arehelpful
in digesting 'milk and 'in preventing disease-
producing orga.ms’ms from colomzmg these

calf kllls these orga,msms ‘and may do more to
cause than to preventdiarrhea. However; if many
calves in-a herd develop severe diarrhea within
the first day orso oflife, giving proper-antibiotics
orally for- several days after birth may be'
beneficial. ,



