
AGRICULTURE IN COUNTIES AFFECTED BY GROWTH BALLOT INITIATIVE 
 
 

The proposed Ballot Initiative #256: Regarding Growth Management would require compliance with several 
growth management regulations in 18 counties, leave compliance optional in 17 counties, and exempt 28 
counties from such requirements.  Counties are shown on the map below. 
 
♦ 51 percent of Colorado farms and ranches are located in required compliance counties.  Another 23 percent 

are within the optional compliance counties. 
 
♦ 27 percent of the land in farms and ranches lies within required compliance counties.  Another 30 percent 

lies within optional compliance counties. 
 

♦ The total market value of products from Colorado’s farms and ranches totaled $4.5 billion in 1997.  Of that 
total, 50 percent is from farms and ranches in required compliance counties.  Another 18 percent is from 
optional compliance counties. 

 
♦ Total sales from agribusiness in Colorado (agricultural inputs, production, and processing/marketing) 

reached $15.9 billion in 1997.  Of that total, 80 percent is from required compliance counties and 9 percent 
from optional compliance counties. 

 
♦ Agribusiness in Colorado accounted for 105,000 jobs in 1997.  Of that total, 74 percent is from required 

compliance counties and 13 percent from optional compliance counties. 

 
Information provided by the Colorado Department of Agriculture, Resource Analysis Section (ph: 303-239-4112). 



 


